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Summary Report of World Environment Day 2022 Webinar on Recycling of Beverage Cartons 
and Plastic Packaging in Circular Economy- Monday, 6 June 2022 
 
To Celebrate World Environment Day, 3R WASTE Foundation in partnership with UNCRD, All India 
Institute of Local Self Government, Urban Update and Action Alliance for Recycling Beverage Cartons 
(AARC) organised a Webinar on “Recycling Beverage Cartons and Plastic Packaging in Circular 
Economy”.  
 
The primary objective of the webinar was to cascade awareness on segregation of waste and disseminate 
information amongst different target groups on Circular Economy and Beverage carton recycling. 
Another key objective of the webinar was to discuss about the recyclability of Beverage Cartons and 
Plastic packaging,  recycling practices and ecosystem- solutions, updates and challenges. The presenters 
discussed as to how recycling of Beverage Cartons plays a key role in Circular Economy and how FSC 
certified sourcing reduces footprint and how all these actions contribute to SDG12.  
 
In all 146 registered to participate while 80 participants joined the webinar. The session was live on 
Facebook for our 25,000 subscribers globally. A significant number from South and Southeast Asia 
joined on Facebook.  
 
In his introductory remarks, the session moderator Dr. Kulwant Singh referred about the statement by 
Mr. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, on the occasion of World Environment Day while 
launching a global initiative ‘Lifestyle for the Environment – LiFE Movement’. This global initiative 
was proposed by him at COP26 in Glasgow last year. Mr. Modi urged the gathering to follow the 
principle of 3R (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle). He said that “Reduce, Reuse and Recycle are the concepts 
woven into our life. The Circular Economy has been an integral part of our culture and lifestyle. Our 
planet is one but our efforts have to be many – One earth, many efforts. “India stands ready to support 
any effort for a better environment and to further global wellness”.  

In the same spirit shared by the Indian Prime Minister, the webinar discussed ways and means for 
promoting circular economy in all sectors while focusing on Beverage cartons and plastic packaging. 
Beverage cartons are predominantly paper-based (>70%), with thin layers of polyethylene and one thin 
layer of aluminium which act as barriers against elements like air, moisture, sunlight. This keeps the 
food inside the pack safe and prevents spoilage, without the need of refrigeration. Used beverage cartons 
are recyclable and are increasingly being recycled by recyclers across different parts of India. UBCs, 
when recovered in a clean and dry state, are highly valued by recyclers like paper-mills due to the high 
quality of fibre which can be recycled easily into useful new items. However, there are several 
challenges in the collection, transportation and recycling of used beverage cartons. The webinar dwelt 
on some of these challenges and presented possible solutions.   

 
The use of plastics in different sectors of economy particularly packaging, construction, healthcare etc 
has been growing. While the usage and benefits of plastics are manifold, it invariably gets branded as a 
polluting material. The facts or myth regarding the polluting characteristic of plastic needs to be 
addressed in a scientific manner. If plastics can be collected and disposed of or recycled as per laid 
down guidelines/rules then the issue of plastic waste can be suitably addressed. In fact there is wide 
scope for industries based on re-cycling of plastics waste. Of the total plastic produced every year, 
nearly 50% is used as a single use plastic. 98% of single use plastic is not recycled but ends up in landfill 
sites thus posing serious challenges.   
 

This webinar was organised as a pre-event of the UNCRD’s Regional 3R and Circular Economy 
Forum which shall be organised in later part of 2022.  
 
Mr. CRC Mohanty, Environment Programme Coordinator of UNCRD DSDG/UNDESA 
delivered the keynote address at the opening of the webinar. He explained the significance of circular 



 2 

economy in the current context. He also shared the global and regional scenario of the recycling of 
beverage cartons and plastic packaging. Mr.  Mohanty, stated that beverage carton are the one of the 
resource efficient packaging. He expressed that we can move towards Zero waste society by active 
coordination from Govt, WMA, End users, Companies etc. Beverage cartons are efficient in terms of 
recycling and have a promise that can easily become a part of circular economy. He also stated that 3R 
also means resilience and how we manage resources will define resilience. . 
 
 
This was followed by brief presentations by a very distinguished panel of experts.  
 

1. Professor Sadhan K Ghosh, President, ISWMAW, Chief Coordinator, Centre for 
Sustainable Development and Resource Efficiency Management, Jadavpur University.  
 
Prof. Ghosh, discussed about the path for recirculation of plastic packaging and its benefit in 
the economy. Different types of technologies for recycling plastics were briefly discussed. He 
also stated that to address the problem of waste in the country reuse and recycling of Beverage 
cartons is the solution. A new concept of EPCD2 was presented – Extract, produce, Consume, 
Dispose, & deplete and he explained how circular economy approach can address the current 
depletion by EPCD2 approaches. 
 

2. Mr Gyan Prakash Misra, Senior advisor (Waste management), Mosaic Advanced 
Solutions discussed the difference between linear economy and circular economy and its 
benefits to the environment as a whole. He also emphasized on the collection and segregation 
of plastic waste and focused his presentation on 4R’s – Reducing, Recycling, Renewing and 
Responsibility. 
During the session, industry stakeholders highlighted the encouraging role, technologies in 
segregation of wastes and recycling of beverage cartons. Earth is facing triple planet emergency 
and the ecosystem cannot cope up with our rising demands. One must recognize that end 
consumers and infrastructure both have a role in waste business success.  

3. Ms. Paramita Datta Dey, Head Waste unit, NIUA discussed about the sustainable packaging 
and how it can lower the environmental impact and ecological footprint. She cited examples of 
several packaging materials made from natural materials such as mushroom, bagasse etc. She 
also stated that Paper based cartons can be recycled and up scaled 5-7times. 
  

4. Mr. Sanjiv Kumar, Head, Re Sustainability talked about the integrated recycling services 
like E- waste, paper recycling, C&D recycling, End of vehicle recycling etc. He briefly 
discussed about the Collection, Processing, Post-Processer of waste. He also reiterated the 
promise that digital technologies bring in the waste management space. 

5. Mr. SN Umakanth, Chief Manager, WOW programme, ITC discussed the overall 
scenario of WOW- Wellbeing out of waste and the drew attention to scale of garbage 
generation, and how recyclables dumped in the garbage causing underutilization of resources. 
He shared the behaviour change program WOW and how emphasis on waste segregation 
addresses the waste management and resource recovery issues. 

 
 
Dr. Praveen Aggarwal, CEO of AARC concluded the webinar by thanking the panelists and again 
emphasizing about the effectiveness of Beverage Cartons and its recyclability which makes it one of 
the best packaging solution for Food and beverage industry. He summarized the key points of the 
webinar and shared the learnings from the esteemed panel who presented their expert comments.  
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Towards the end, the Session Moderator Dr. Kulwant Singh while giving his concluding remarks 
highlighted that Beverage Carton recyclability effort is aligned to Circular Economy.  
 
 


